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The first people to settle in
India came to the Indus Valley
between 3000-2500 BC. They
created a distinctly South
Asian culture. Unfortunately,
their language remains untranslated still today. The Indus Valley Civilization declined
due to unknown reasons and
gave way to the Vedic Period.
Around 1500 BC Aryan settlers moved into the Ganga
Valley. This shifted the center
of population from the Indus
Valley into the Ganges River
valley, which
became the
‘heart of Aryan culture and laid
literary and religious foundations for Hinduism.’ One of the
main literary creations was the
Vedas - a series of texts composed by the Brahmin priests
from about 1300-600 BC.
These books provided a large
collection of prayers, instruction, poems, rituals and magic
spells relating to Hindu
thought.
The time between the sixth
and third century BC is characterized by various tribal rules.
These included a brief period
of Greek domination, due to
invasion by Alexander the
Great.. The Hellenistic influence in India would later influence the Gupta’s art of the 4th
century.

Chandragupta Maurya established the first indigenous
empire to have control in India.
An ancestor of Chandragupra,
Asoka took power in 272 BC.
He preached the virtures of
Buddhism and dhamma
(dharma) - ‘mortality, piety, virtues, and social order’. Asoka
also believed in non-violence,
toleration and human dignity.
Around 200 BC the structure of
the Maurya rule deteriorated
and gave way, eventually, to
the Gupta Empire.
Chandra Gupta (named after the unrelated Chandragupta Maurya) took power in
319 AD after a period of fragmentation. Chandra Gupta
was a patron of the arts and
under his rule Buddhism continued to grow.
Simultaneously, Hindu institutions benefited and many features from
modern Hinduism came from
this time. The collapse of the
Gupta Empire around 467 AD
created several regional kingdoms that ruled until about
1000 AD.
Attacks from the external
Turk and Arab powers eventually brought the Delhi Sultanate into power. This initiated
the spread of Islam through
India.
The Delhi Sultanate
ruled though military raid and
force. It was followed by the
Mughal Empire, founded by
Babur, a descendant of Genghis Khan,

In general, the Mughal Empire encouraged arts, literature, and architectural monuments. It helped to develop a
very distinct Indian style. The
most well known monument of
this time is the Taj Mahal, although many
other artistic
creations came out of the
Mughal Period.
The rise of British power
around 1700 Ad is unique in
that the British were the first
power to come from the sea
rather than overland. The East
India Company had established trading ports in Madras,
Bombay, and Calcutta. These
three centers of British rule,
along with Delhi, became the
‘foci of economic development
and political change’. An extended British influence into
the Indian heartland created
discontent. This lead to the
Mutiny of 1857, which marked
the end of both the Mughal
Empire and the East India
Company. The British Government in London took control in
1858.
The push for independence
struggled though the turn of
the century, aided strongly by
Mohandas Karamchand
Ghandi (named Mahatma or
‘Great Soul’).
On August 15, 1947, at the
end of
WWII, the British
handed over the government
and India became an independent country.

Today, over 960 million people live in India. It is the second most populated country in
the world. Agriculture is the
most important economic activity and 60% of the land in
India is cultivated (compared
to 20% in the United States).
Crops such as rice, wheat, sorghum, millet, tea, sugar cane
and cotton are grown.
India’s industrial economy
also provides a variety of modern products. However, many
are unable to compete in the
world markets.
Safety and
health rules surrounding industry are lacking, and an enormous amount of pollution
goes unchecked. While India’s
employment rate went from 12
million in 1961 to 27 million in
1996, its unemployment rate
went from 1.6 million to 36 million respectively.
India has a great variety of
religious belief systems. About
80% of the population are
Hindu, but there are many
other religions including Islam,
Christianity, Sikhism, Jainism
and Buddhism.

One of the most prominent
features of Indian culture is
that of the caste system. The
caste system is a ‘social structure that organizes the political, economical, and ritual life
of a people for over 1000
years’. Its roots are in a concept of dharma, the dutiful way
of life. Caste remains a strong
part of modern India. It is an
extremely elaborate structure
and rather difficult to understand. Basically, the system is
comprised of four main groups
or varnas , the Brahmans, at
the top; the Kshatriya, class of
kings and warriors; the Vaishyas, farmers and merchants;
and finally the shudras, or
serfs. Subcastes, or jatis, are
generally linked to an occupations such as potting, or weaving. A person is born into a
caste group and cannot relocate into another, Those born
outside the caste system are
known as ‘untouchables’ and
even their shadows are considered defiling. Escape from
the caste system is possible
through religious devotion.
The ascetic sadhu, or holy
man, is considered beyond
caste and is respected by all.

Caste cannot be abolished
in India, and to attempt it
would be one of the most hazardous operations that was
ever performed in a political
body. As a religious institution
caste will die; as a social institution, it will live and improve.
(Max Muller 1869)

I hope to use recycled
groundwater for both the bathing and clothes washing areas.
One of the oldest, simplest and
cheapest methods of filtering
water is to run it through sand
of varying sizes. The water
flows through the sand by
gravity where particles in the
water stick to the sand. Most
of the actual filtering is done by
a bio layer that forms on the
top of the sand. It is good at
removing such things as
giardia and e-coli. The water is
then pumped through a solution of chlorine and back to the
surface. These gravity sand
filters seem to be the standard
practice in many developing
nations.
I also looked into using a
solar water pump so that the
system would require little to
no electrical power. The sun’s
energy could be collected on
panels integrated into the surrounding housing units. These
panels are then connected to a
pump underground used to recirculate the water.
Mumbai is located very
close to water. It also has
monsoon rains a few months
out of the year. I located the
water areas in the lowest part
of the park so that the rain water would naturally flow into
the ground water there.
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Thoughts on the relationship
of theory, culture and practicality in design

The remaining parts of this
book shall be drawn and photgraphed in India and included
upon return in January 2001.

